


Arbelle Jane was the daughter of Ivan and Alberta (Brummel) 
Kroese. She was raised in the Middleburg and Hull area and attended 
the Hull Christian School. After graduating from the Western 
Christian High School in Hull, she earned her nursing degree from 
the St. Luke’s School of Nursing in Sioux City.

On April 6, 1962, she was united in marriage to Kenneth Wayne 
Draayer in Hull. They made their home in Lynden, Washington and 
Waupun, Wisconsin until 1969, when they returned to Hull. During 
their time in Lynden and Waupun, “Belle” worked as nurse. After 
returning to Hull, she worked as a nurse at the Pleasant Acres Care 
Center until starting as one of the first employees of the Foreign 
Candy Company in Hull, where she worked for more than 25 years. 
In December of 2020, she became a resident of the Sanford Health 
Sheldon Care Center, where she passed away.

Belle was a member of the First Christian Reformed Church in 
Hull and participated in the church’s Mission Guild. She enjoyed 
singing as part of the Sioux County Oratorio and was a member of 
the Faith Trio. She liked playing cards with friends, camping, and 
was able to travel extensively with Ken. Together they were able to 
vacation in numerous different countries and loved being able to 
spend time with their children and grandchildren.

Survivors include her husband of more than 61 years, Ken, of 
Hull; four children and their spouses, Dan and Mary Draayer, of 
Ankeny; Dean and Yang Draayer, of Ann Arbor, Michigan; Kris and 
Marty Vander Plaats, of Sioux Center; and Heather and Doug 
Vander Weide, of Savage, Minnesota; ten grandchildren, Adam 
Draayer, and his wife, Shannon; Hannah, and her husband, Tate 
Arends; Anton Draayer; Ava Draayer; Kyle Vander Plaats; Jacob 
Vander Plaats, and his wife, Emily; Michael Vander Plaats; Lauren 
Vander Plaats; Blake Vander Weide; and Alexa Vander Weide; four 
great-grandchildren; a sister, Johanna Ludema, of Ann Arbor; three 
sisters-in-law, Gladys De Weerd, of Inwood; Cynthia Kruid, of Sioux 
Center; and Agnes Kroese, of Grand Rapids, Michigan; and a 
brother-in-law and his wife, Gary and Sandy Draayer, of Sioux 
Center.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by four 
brothers, Gerald Kroese, Albert I. Kroese, Hilmore Kroese, and Irvin 
Kroese; as well as seven of Ken’s siblings.

born
February 20, 1942; Hull, Iowa

passed away
October 21, 2023; Sheldon, Iowa

age
81 years, 8 months, 1 day

memorial service
Wednesday; October 25, 2023; 10:30 a.m.

First Christian Reformed Church; Hull, Iowa

clergymen
The Rev. Aaron Greydanus
The Rev. Timothy Ouwinga

instrumentalist
MaryLou Wielenga

special music
“Jesus Loves Me”

MaryLou Wielenga, pianist

“He is Here”
Larry Wielenga, vocalist

“Halleluiah Chorus”
MaryLou Wielenga, organsit

congregational hymns
“My Jesus, I Love Thee”

“When Peace Like a River”

honorary casket bearers
Adam Draayer                              Hannah Arends
Anton Draayer                                   Ava Draayer
Kyle Vander Plaats                 Jacob Vander Plaats
Michael Vander Plaats        Lauren Vander Plaats
Blake Vander Weide            Alexa Vander Weide

Memorials will be given to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Following the memorial service, relatives and friends are invited to join the 
family in the church fellowship hall for a meal and time of fellowship.
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